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(not only leadership but also command and control of the institute. It
was never a dictatorship,but a blend of sternness and cordiality.)
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Thus, we are remembering and praising Mr. Dissanayake in his
own place.

His positive approach in handling this massive organization was
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his success.

What is important is the spirit of his sacrifice, the willingness to
give voluntarily in order to have a better future for Maliyadeva.
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H.P. Amandakoon
(Then Zoology Teacher)

One day, 17th November to be exact I got a phone call
after a long time from Swarna. (Swarna Samarasinghe
then Botany teacher at Maliyadeva) and requested me to
write few lines about our then great Principal D. B.
Dissanayake. Even-though I am not a good writer |
thought it is an opportunity for me to express my deep gratitude and sincere
and admiration for Principal Dissanayake. Being the warden at the college
hostel for over five years under his administration among many harrowing
incidences I had to face I just quote one to show case his admirable
qualities.

One day at night after switching off the lights in the dormitory I
heard one of the students, making noises by tapping to the bed thus
disturbing the others. Since my room was also adjacent to the dormitory, I
too got disturbed and felt angry. Whilst in the angry mood I caught the
fellow and punished him physically which was too much for him to bear
upon and he was crying loudly which disturbed the whole neighborhood
including the residents of principal's bungalow.

Few days later the parent of the physically punished student came
to see the principal. The parent happens to be one of the leading
businessmen in Kurunegala. Whilst the parent was sitting outside the
principals room Mr. Dissayanake called me to his room and said to me
"Armandakoon you just keep silent I am going to call the parent to my
room now and apologize to him on behalf of you for the untoward Incident
you caused. Parent relieved everything settled. What a magnanimity. For
otherwise  might have ended up in police.

()
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A.M. Bandaranayake Abeyratne
Ex-Principal, (1988-1993)

A Tribute to a Great Teacher.

I was very fortunate to have been a History student of
our Vice Principal, Mr. D. B. Dissanayake. Although
at first we feared him in the class, soon we began to
adore him as a good teacher. In retrospect, now I realize what an
excellent teacher he was. He had followed all methods of teaching
meticulously and never asked us where to begin the day's lesson, but
started at the exact point where he had ended. His explanations were
very lucid and adequate while his diction, very attractive. All facts and
figures he taught remained indelible in my mind. Having won the
History prize at many Prize Givings, I became one of his favorite
students.

When the Principal's post fell vacant in 1988 due to incumbent
Principal leaving the post, amidst student unrest that prevailed in
schools, educational authorities were pressed to fill this void in the
biggest educational institution the district. No one volunteered because
many Principals in some schools, were being assassinated. At the time [
was comfortably occupying the post of Deputy Director at Kurunegala
Education office. When educational authorities came to know that I am
an old boy of the College, they pressed that I should be appointed.
Having no desire to take over a school in turmoil, I ventured explain the
position to my great mentor, Mr. Dissanayake to solicit his advice. He
was simply jubilant at the idea and insisted that it was my bounden duty
towards my Alma matar , assuring me his assistance to face the
situation. By this time, the demand for an immediate solution had
prompted the educational authorities to appoint me, even without my
expressed willingness, as Principal of Maliyadeva College. I accepted
to fill the vacancy on condition, that they find a more suitable person, as
early as possible.

The atmosphere in the College was not at all calm. On some days
students came out of their classes with certain demands. Upon
discussion ,I came to understand that they had nothing against me
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personally. Yet the situation was so grave that [ had to seek some advice.
Again, I ventured to consult my dear mentor, Mr. Dissanayake, who
nonchalantly steered my course of action. He was eager to help me. It
was with his benevolent advice that I could concentrate student
attention to religious activities, beginning with a massive Poson Bakthi
Geetha programme with a decorative Pahankuudu competition,
covering the whole play ground. Throughout, I went to this great
benefactor for guidance. By the time the atmosphere in the country had
become calm and the College was functioning well, I obsequiously
reported to Mr. Dissanayake that the situation had resumed normalcy
and then too, he showered me with his blessings. [ am deeply obliged to
him for his continued assistance.

Among many of his attributes to greatness, this attitude of being
available to his students for guidance and advice makes him a very
exceptional personality. In school almost every student was afraid of his
wrath. It was more of a great regard towards not hurting his feelings,
than a mere fear. We had such a great regard to Mr. Dissanayake. He was
such an exemplary personality worthy of emulation and deference.
Teachers of that caliber are a very rarity nowadays. May he beget the
supreme bliss, Nirvana.

Dr.W. Chularathna
Consultant Dermatologist
Retired, Practicing at Nawinne Channel Center

I am pleased to write a few words about the late
Mr.D.B.Disanayake, on the day of his one hundredth
birth anniversary.He was the  Vice Principal of
Maliyadeva, when I was admitted to the school in
1950.The Principal was Mr. Thewarapperuma. But during my nine
years in school and afterwards, he was the live wire of the school.He
was the role model of us students. I can remember him as a well dressed
handsome young Principal, with always a smile on his face. I always
admired and respected him..

He was a good administrator who gave leadership to his staff. |
can remember the clockwork efficiency with which with school

8.8.8e020w 101 92 S50 & w@0® edama. @



functions, like prize giving and sports meet were conducted during my
schooldays and later. I have been wondering how these were done, until
later a teacher told me the secret.It seems, Mr.Disanayake had a book in
which he had written, step by step, how events were to be organized.
Months before the event, he would call the members of his staff and
with the help of his book, delegate various duties to them.He would
have regular meetings to discuss details, until the day of the event.

He was a loving father.He and his loving wife brought up their
children with loving care. They are now prominent and respected
citizens of the world. He looked after his staff well. During the time I
was working at Kurunegala,he used refer them to me with all their
medical problems.I attended to them to the best of my ability. I can say
that he was my most unforgettable character.
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November 7,2024

AnandaP. Dasanayake
Professor
New York University College of Dentistry

When I think of DB, I think of this tall slim man
clad in white standing under the arch at the entrance to
the main hall of the school. He is erect, with a stern look on his face, and
his penetrating eyes are scanning the child standing in front of him like
an xray machine to detect any dress code violations. Long hair, slippers,
untucked shirt tail were offensive objects that would send the kid back
to a near by barber shop or home. My brother SN usually got caught
while I was watching him from the gate area as a prefect and sending the
late comers to the principal who was standing under the arch.

He instilled discipline in us. In later years, when I visited him
during my trips to Sri Lanka with some foreign beer, I would sit with
him at his home and he would tell me about his philosophy. He\ would
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say, ‘I did not teach you subject matter, but I hired the best people to do
that and created the environment for them and the children to succeed.’
Years later, today I look back as a Professor in a prestigious university in
New York City, and see the wisdom in his words.

No matter where I go, when [ meet a fellow Devan, we invariably
talk about our beloved DB. I am very close to his daughters in Texas
and talk to Kash on line and share fond memories of this exceptional
educator.

We owe our success to that visionary and a true commander in the
field of education.

27 November 2024

Sunil Jinadasa (1962-1974)
Retired - Chief Design Engineer MD-11 Airplane
- Deputy Chief Project Engineer Out of Production
Airplanes
- Associate Technical Fellow
- The Boeing Company, USA
Recipient of The All Round Best Boy-1973, H.K.T. De Silva
Memorial Gold Medal

It is my greatest privilege to write this message in honor of our
principal, late Mr. D.B. Dissanayake.

Among the many exceptional attributes Principal Dissanayake
possessed, discipline and integrity are two that come to the forefront
when I think about him. We believed in his message of self-discipline
because he set such a strong example. Principal Dissanayake’s moral
and ethical conduct and incorruptible character founded on sound
judgement is an example of integrity to all who associated with him.
Although it has been 50 years since I left my alma mater, Maliyadeva, I
still try to answer to the example he set for me on every turn of my life.

When I look back to the time I spent at Maliyadeva, from 1962 to
1974, 1 was inspired and encouraged by Principal Dissanayake to reach
the highest rungs I could reach despite how hard it seemed. I remember
entering kindergarten in 1962 when Mr. Dissanayake was the Principal
and Mrs. Tennekoon was my teacher. After being in the Kindergarten
for maybe only two months, two others and I were asked to change our
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classroom and go to the 2nd Grade. At that time, being only 5 years old,
I didn’t think much of it. But, looking back, I find that to be a bold
proactive decision on the part of Mr. Dissanayake and Mrs. Tennekoon.
If they didn’t make that decision without extreme care, it is hard to say
what effects it may have had on my life. [ am sure there may have been
many others who have experienced similar experiences under Mr.
Dissanayake. He was my principal for the time period I was at
Maliyadeva except for a three year period between 1967 and 1970. I can
say that Principal Dissanayake was the most consequential person who
impacted my pursuits at Maliyadeva and beyond.

Although there are risks involved in taking uncharted paths than
already traveled paths, [ was encouraged by Mr. Dissanayake to take the
challenge of that different path. When I was in 11th Grade, with the
insistence of our English teacher, Mr. Mahanama, I decided to compete
at an island-wide English oratory contest organized by the Colombo
Rotary club. Principal Dissanayake fully supported the effort including
travelling to early rounds and then to the Finals at the YMCA Forum in
Colombo. I didn’t win it, but I still have that certificate with me; one of
the very few mementos I carried with me to the USA, because making it
to the final six against the stiff competition from elite Colombo and
Kandy schools provided me with the confidence that I could compete
well with almost anyone, and that level of confidence garnered guided
me through the rest of my life. Not too far later, this experience gave me
the fortitude to compete for the American Field Service (AFS)
scholarship that was awarded to nine students younger than 18 years old
to spend a year at a High School in the USA. Looking back, I now
realize how much of a consequential decision it was by my
Kindergarten teacher and the Principal Dissanayake to advance me
three grades in one year. If not for that action, I would not have applied
for the AFS scholarship in 1974 because my priority was Advanced
Level exams and I would be overage to apply for an AFS spot .
However, I found out I was the only AFS student that year who had
completed AL exams prior to coming to the USA. Regardless, this
timing provided me the opportunity to directly enter into the Faculty of
Engineering at Peradeniya Campus as soon as I returned from the USA.
I very much doubt that I would have taken the chance to come to the
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USA ifThadn't taken my AL exams prior to being 18.

Spending the 1974/1975 school year at De Forrest High School
provided me the rare opportunity to see a foreign nation through Sri
Lankan eyes and was a step towards attending the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, which enhanced my path in the field of
engineering. I salute my Principal, Mr. Dissanayake, with honor for
taking the bold and thoughtful steps that set the foundation at an early
stage of my time at school which allowed for me to grow and face the
challenges of future academic pursuits, personal development, and
social interactions with confidence and resilience.

October 20,2024

Lakshaman Bandaranayake
(1967-1980) Chairman, Sarvodaya Biotechnology

Life and Career of D.B. Dissanayake

Early Life and Education

Dingiri Banda Dissanayake was born on December 13, 1923, in
the village of Pillassa in the Kurunegala district of Sri Lanka to Mr.
Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Appuhami Dissanayake and Mrs. Ukku
Amma. His early education began at Christ Church School, now known
as Lakdas College. However, when he was just eleven years old, the
untimely passing of his father compelled him to pause his schooling.

Recognizing his potential and the importance of education, Mr.
T. B. Illankoon, then the manager at Maliyadeva College and a close
relative, persuaded him to resume his studies at Maliyadeva College.
Later, since Maliyadeva did not offer classes equivalent to the GCE
Advanced Level, he enrolled at Dharmaraja College in Kandy to
complete his secondary education.

Demonstrating exceptional academic prowess, Mr. Dissanayake
was admitted to the Ceylon University College (CUC) in /944 where he
pursued studies in European History. He earned his Bachelor of Arts
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degree in 1947 and went on to obtain his Master of Arts degree at the age
of 23 in 1947. But he Couldn't Complete the same. Among his
contemporaries at CUC were notable figures such as Ronnie de Mel, a
former Finance Minister of Sri Lanka; Nissanka Wijeyeratne, a
distinguished Minister who held several key portfolios; and the
celebrated artist I[ranganie Serasinghe (née Meedeniya).

Teaching Career and Leadership

Mr. Dissanayake began teaching in 1949 as a part-time teacher at
Ananda Shastralaya. His dedication to teaching and his alma mater led
him back to Maliyadeva College when Principal Mr. U. B.
Wanninayake invited him to join the staff. Upon Mr. Wanninayake's
resignation to pursue a political career, Mr. Dissanayake was offered the
position of Principal. Humble and self-aware, he declined the role,
feeling that he was not yet prepared to assume such significant
responsibility in his mid-twenties. Instead, he accepted the position of
Vice Principal, supporting Lieutenant Colonel E. A. Perusinghe, who
was appointed Principal.

In 1962, Mr. Dissanayake succeeded Lt. Col. Perusinghe as
Principal of Maliyadeva College, marking the beginning of his first
tenure in this leadership role. In 1967, he was transferred to serve as
Principal at Vidyartha College in Kandy and later at Nugawela Central
College.

He returned to Maliyadeva College in 1970 for his second tenure
as Principal, bringing with him a wealth of experience and a renewed
vision for the school's future. He remained in this role until his
retirement on January 31, 1979, culminating a career that propelled
Maliyadeva College to new heights.

Educational Philosophy and Contributions

Mr. Dissanayake's mission as an educationist was to prepare
students to enter society as educated, disciplined, productive, and
wholesome citizens. His approach was deeply rooted in the wisdom of
ancient Sanskrit texts and the philosophy of Gautama Buddha.

He frequently emphasized the school's motto: rfaw YU Y
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HUUTH" (Vidya Bhushanam Purusha Bhushanam): "Knowledge is
the true adornment that enriches and completes individuals, making
them well-rounded and wise."

He also drew inspiration from Verse 183 of the Dhammapada in
the Yamakavagga (the Chapter on Pairs):
""Sabba papassa akaranar
Kusalassa upasampada
Sacitta pariyodapanam
Etarh Buddhana sasanam"

"Not committing any evil, cultivating what is wholesome, purifying
one's mind, this is the teaching of the Buddhas."

Under his leadership, Maliyadeva College underwent a
remarkable transformation. Recognizing the critical shortage of
science teachers in the 1970s, he prioritized recruiting qualified staff to
strengthen the advanced-level science stream. His strategic focus on
enhancing the quality of teaching led to a record number of students
gaining entrance to universities in fields such as medicine, engineering,
natural sciences, humanities, social sciences, and dental sciences, a
legacy that continues today.

Advancement of Sports and Extracurricular Activities

Mr. Dissanayake promoted sports and extracurricular activities
as integral components of a well-rounded education. He introduced
sports like rugby, hockey, and basketball to the school. Maliyadeva
College became the first school outside Kandy and Colombo to play
rugby, defying skeptics who believed the grounds in Kurunegala were
unsuitable. His efforts broadened the athletic opportunities for students
and enhanced the school's reputation in inter-school sports.

In 1972, he established the school's first orchestra, which went on
to win the all-island competition for three consecutive years. He also
developed the cadet band, which gained recognition as one of the best in
Sri Lanka. These initiatives enriched the cultural fabric of the school
and provided students with avenues to explore their talents.
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Discipline and Compassion

A firm believer in discipline, Mr. Dissanayake insisted that
students be well-groomed and properly attired, mandating that shoes be
fully covered as part of the uniform. His strict standards were coupled
with deep compassion. Understanding that not all students could afford
the required attire, he discreetly created a fund to provide shoes and
uniforms to those in need, ensuring that assistance was given
confidentially to preserve the dignity of the recipients.

Legacy and Impact

Mr. Dissanayake's contributions significantly elevated the
academic standards of Maliyadeva College and fostered a vibrant
school culture that endures to this day. His visionary leadership and
unwavering commitment to education have had a profound and lasting
impact. Students who studied under his guidance—and those who
followed—have become leading professionals in various fields,
including senior public officials, military leaders, researchers, and
academics.

His legacy is preserved in the achievements of thousands of
Maliyadeva students and in the continued excellence of the school, one
of Sri Lanka's premier educational institutions.

Personal Life

Mr. Dissanayake married Malathi Samarasinghe in [Year of
Marriage] with whom he raised seven children: Savitri, Mandri,
Kashyapa, Vajira, Devani, Rahula, and Ayona.

D. B. Dissanayake passed away on 13th June 1997 at the age of
74 years in Kurunegala. He was survived by his wife, Malathi, who
passed away in 2007 in the United States.

He left behind an unparalleled legacy as an educationist par
excellence and a devoted father, inspiring future generations to pursue
excellence in education and life.
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Indra & Sanath Pathirana.

Mr. D.B.Dissanayake - Former Principal

Since the request came to us from a former President
ofthe OBA, Mr.Gamini Swarnapala on a long distance
phone call, we find ourselves in a difficult situation
where we cannot ignore his seemingly earnest request.

In the circumstances, we thought it is best to write a few lines about
what many people did not know. These can be verified from those who
are among the living now and from whatever documents that are
available.

Mr.Dissanayake had come to Maliyadeva as a teacher on the
request of 3 former custodians of the school - Rev. Nakaththe Ananda,
Mr. U.B.Wanninayake and Mr.Ivor Palipana. Maliyadeva at the time
was under the management of the YMBA, Kurunegala where
Mr.Wanninayake was the President and so the Manager of the school as
well. He had looked for an Oldboy and a person from Kurunegala to be
the Principal of the school.

Having come to know that Mr.Dissanayake was teaching at
Ananda Sastralaya, Kotte, while attending evening lectures at the
Colombo University for his Masters degree on the advice of his of his
Professor Dr.Labroy who was wanting Mr.Dissanayake to join the
University staff as a Lecturer.

Mr.Wanninayake's request had been very strong with an offer of
a Special Post salary, higher than that of a graduate teacher. So, with the
Professor's permission and blessings, he had resigned from Ananda
Sastralaya and come to Maliyadeva his former school where he studied
upto SSC. He had moved to Dharmaraja, Kandy for his HSC & UE and
entered the Arts Faculty of the Colombo University.

After being appointed to Maliyadeva by Mr.Wanninayake and
the then Govt. he had been promoted soon as Vice Principal and then as
acting Principal as the then Principal one Mr.Thevarapperuma was to
go on study leave for his Diploma in Education. Mr.Dissanayake had
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refused to accept the post of Principal claiming that he did not have
enough experience. So, the Management had advertised the post of
Principal and selected Mr. Edvard A. Perusighe who was a Captain in
the Cadet Core (CCC) and Deputy Principal and Master-in-charge
Discipline at St.Sylvester's College, Kandy. After Mr.Perusinghe
moved to Dharmaraja having served Maliyadeva successfully for many
years, Mr.Dissanayake was appointed as Principal.

The rest is known to most people in Kurunegala and the whole country
to some extent.

We wish the Commemoration Ceremony every success.
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A write up given by DBD's close relative

[As a University Student]

"A Pillar Of Our Alma Mater"'

He was born on the 13th Dec 1923 at Pilassa Kurunegala. He had
1 younger brother & 1 younger sister.

First primary school he went was Christchurch in Kurunegala
(those days been under british rule, all schools were English medium).
his farther died when he was 11 years old. He stopped going to school.

Mr. T.B. Illankoon (was manager at Maliyadeva & a close
relative of him) pursuaded him to go back to school & put him to
Maliyadeva. He told me as there was no public transport, he walk to
Kurunegal & back to Pilassa every day.

Those days there was no advanced level classes at Maliyadeva.
So if you want to do advanced level, you need to go to Dharmaraja in
Kandy. That’s why he went to Dharmaraja. He stayed at his uncles place
in Kiribathkumbura during this time,

He got selected to do BA (Hon) in British Colombo University.
There were only 6 places available & he got selected to one. He studied
europian history. He told me all the names of the 6 who were with him
but [ remember only 3. They were Roney De Mel, Nissanka Wijerathne
(both went to politics later), & Irangani Serasinghe (later became a
famous actress).

He graduated in 1947 (was 23 yrs old) & was studying for his MA
degree at British Colombo University.

He was teaching part time at Ananda Shastralaya , Kotte till
1949. During this time Mr. U.B.Wanninayake who was the principal at
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Maliyadewa wants to resign & go to politics at the invitation of then our
first prime minister Mr. D.S.Senanayake. But he want to appoint some
one before he resigned.

3 Most prominent & important people in the era had a meeting.
They were U.B. Wanninayake, Rev. Ananda Thero & Mr. Palipana. Rev
Ananda said "can you remember that “kolla” from Pilessa called
Dissanayake & we heard that he has finished his degree from the
university. why don’t we ask him."

Mr. Dissanayake was invited to a meeting with the 3 most
important people. They offered him the Principle post. But he declined
as he thought he was very young to hold that post (I think he was about
26 yrs old) & told them that still some pupils from his days are at school.

He agreed to become the vice principal & the agreement was he
will appoint anyone to the principal post till he was ready to become the
principal of Maliyadeva. He appointed Perusinghe who was a teacher at
Silvesters in Kandy because of his army connections. He want to build
a good cadet team at Maliyadeva. That worked very well, once he told
someone. When Perusinghe left he took over the principal post as he
thought he was ready.

He was transferred out in 1967. He was principal in Vidyartha
Kandy & Nugewela Central Colledge. Came back to Maliyadeva in
January 1970 January till he retired in 1997 Dec.

I'heard him telling his close friends that he learnt a lot being away
from Maliyadeva for 2 & a half years. He introduced new sports to
Maliyadeva. Rugby, Basketball, Badminton, Hocky & Boxing.

Kurunegala rugby club did mention him in their 1st annual report
as the person who introduced rugby to Kurunegala. 1974/1975 was
called the golden years of Maliyadeva. Won all island orchestra for 3
times, 5 gold medals in schools national badminton tournament, highest
number of students going to university to all faculties, produced Queens
scouts, cadets & very high acheivements & many more. He retired in
1979 Dec & lived in Kurunegala till his last days.
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Dr. Nandasiri Jayasooriya
Specialist Urological Surgeon

Mr. D.B. Dissanayake

o | | am very fortunate to have my schooling from Grade
2 (1962) to Grade 12 (1974)-University entrance, at
Maliyadeva College, Kurunegala. Except for few
years in-between Mr. Dissanayake was my/our Principal.

His dedication to instil 'discipline' as the primary objective of
education is unique. Dressed in plain white, he was visible to all
students entering school.His presence was enough to bring about best
behaviour. He inspired a dedicated teaching staff with a drive to achieve
high standards.

He ensured best facilities for extracurricular activities, which
ranked high in the country.To me, Mr. D.B.Dissanayake was
synonymous with Maliyadeva College.l remember him with gratitude
and enormous respect.

P.A.Nandasena,
FMAAT., LL.B.,LL.M (UOC), Ph.D. (h.c.)

Late Mr. D.B. Dissanayake; Remembering
a Visionary Leader and Cherishing
Maliyadeva Memories

On 13th December 2024, we commemorate the 101st
birth anniversary of the late D.B. Dissanayake, the legendary Principal
of Maliyadeva College, Kurunegala. His visionary leadership and
unwavering commitment to the college left an indelible mark on the
college and all his past pupils.

Under his able guidance, Maliyadeva became a great seat of learning.
His dedication to developing and nurturing talent, instilling discipline,
and promoting holistic college education was unparalleled in Sri
Lanka's education history. He was a genuine guide and a leader. His
memory inspires us to strive for greater heights even now.
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Under his able guidance, I was inspired to start 'Colombo OBA' (its
second phase) and 'The Pre- 1975 Group of Old Boys Association'. For
me, as an old boy and all-round sportsman during his principalship, his
influence extended beyond academics, shaping my career even to date.

Sports, an integral part of Maliyadeva's heritage, played a significant
role in my journey. I witnessed how our late principal's encouragement
helped nurture young talent and instilled a spirit of healthy competition
and teamwork.

May the legacy of D.B. lives on, in the corridors of Maliyadeva and in
the hearts of all those he guided and achieve the 'Supreme Bliss of
NIBBANA'!

Justice Neil Iddawala
Judge of the Court of Appeal
Chairman

Commission to Investigate Allegation of Bribery
or Corruption of Sri Lanka- (CIABOC)

Honoring the Legacy of Mr. D.B. Dissanayake

The 101st birth anniversary of our esteemed former Principal,
the late Mr. D.B. Dissanayake, is a momentous occasion that deserves
the highest respect. Serving as the Principal of Maliyadeva College
during two distinct terms, from 1961 to 1966 and from 1970 to 1979, he
left an indelible mark on the institution, shaping its legacy through
discipline, excellence, and unparalleled leadership.

From 1973 to 1982, I had the privilege of being a student at
Maliyadeva College during his second tenure as Principal. Mr.
Dissanayake's unwavering commitment to discipline and decorum
defined his leadership style, earning him the admiration of students and
teachers alike. Under his guidance, Maliyadeva College achieved
remarkable success, particularly in sports and extracurricular activities,
establishing itself as a beacon of excellence. His retirement in 1979
marked the end of an era, leaving behind a legacy of respect, progress,
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and unparalleled achievements.

Mr. Dissanayake's tenure also saw Maliyadeva reach new
heights in the arts. The school consistently won national awards in
sports, oriental music and orchestral competitions, cementing its
reputation as a leader in cultural excellence. These accomplishments
were a direct result of his vision and determination to nurture talent and
foster a culture of achievement.

As part of the celebration of his life and contributions, we are
publishing a commemorative book that will encapsulate the remarkable
history of Maliyadeva College under his leadership. This book will
include essays, photographs, and reflections contributed by past
students, providing a glimpse into the vibrant and transformative era he
presided over. It is a heartfelt tribute to a man who shaped the character
and future of so many students.

Today, as professionals, we continue to reap the benefits of the
discipline and values instilled in us during his time. Mr. Dissanayake's
emphasis on integrity, order, and excellence continues to inspire us in
our personal and professional lives.

The commemorative book not only honors the memory of Mr.
Dissanayake but also serves as a timeless reminder of his remarkable
contributions to the institution. It is a testament to the enduring impact
of his leadership, ensuring that his legacy continues to inspire
generations to come.

(<)
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PriyangaDe Silva

Class of 1982

Cricket Captain 1981

Professional (Chartered) Civil Engineer (USA)
CEO / Principal Engineer — Sequoia Consultants,
Los Angeles, CA

The late Principal D.B. Dissanayaka is at the top of a long line of
educators and administrators who shaped our lives as students of
Maliyadeva College. Principal Dissanayaka was a stern no-nonsense
administrator, who had the respect of the entire student body for being a
strict disciplinarian while caring about and treating every student
equally. [ used to be frequently late to school and dreaded having to go
in front of him as he stood firmly in front of the entrance forcing every
late student to greet him with a “good morning, sir”. As athletes
representing the school, we were required to visit him prior to every
single game and had the benefit of receiving a vice pep talk. I benefitted
immensely from his firm guidance and discipline throughout my life
and owe everything to a long line of educators led by Principal D.B.
Dissanayaka.

|| Daya Gunarathne
|| 1954 - 1966
1| Lives in Australia

My Memories Of Our Beloved
Principal Mr. D.B. Dissanayake

I am Daya Gunaratne entered to Maliyadeva College
in 1954 and my first class teacher was Miss. Silva. The principal at the
time was Mr. E.A. Perusinghe and the vice principal was Mr. D.B.
Dissanayake. I was a talented cricketer and captained the college 1st XI
team in 1965. One of my older brothers, H. Don Goonaratne captained
the college cricket team in 1958 and my younger brother Ananda
Goonaratne captained the cricket team in 1971. I was the sergeant of the
college cadet platoon in 1962 and I was Parakrama House captain in
1964 and 1965. I was a college prefect during 1962-66.
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During Mr. Perusinghe’s principalship, I have experienced vast
improvement in college sports, specially in cricket and cadeting. At that
time Mr. Perusinghe was the chief commanding officer of the 2nd
Battalion. He also laid foundations to construct new class rooms and
new wing to the hostel. I was staying in the hostel during 1959 and
1960.

Mr. D.B. Dissanayake’s full intension was to develop studies and
discipline of the students, no one can forget the period of Mr.
Dissanayake. He was a very handsome, pleasant looking and soft
spoken gentleman. His great personality also displayed discipline from
the way he conducted himself and he was a kind hearted person. He
always done a neatly ironed white long pants and white long sleeves
shirt with a tie and polished black shoes. He was also keen on students
outlook and he stressed the importance of students uniform and
discipline in addition to their studies. He lead the school by example in
these aspects.

He was residing at the school’s principal quarters and he used to
come to the school halfand hour before school starts. His routine was to
visit the college shrine room first and then to the office. Then he came
out to the balcony of the main hall outside his office and watched
student arrivals with a keen eye to their uniform, haircut, behaviour and
conduct. If he noticed an unruliness in any aspects, he would call that
particular student to upstairs and issue a warning on the errors he
displayed.

He was an avid cricket fan and before any home games, he came
to the Madawela pavilion with his beautiful wife and children. He used
to admire my bowling and batting and I was the opening bowler for the
college at the time. I can remember the 1965 big match like yesterday,
played at the Peoples Park grounds. On the 2nd day of the match, about
10,000 spectators cheering for both sides. Towards the end of the match,
about hundred Annites supporters invaded the pitch and started
attacking my players and our team ran off the ground into the pavilion
for safety. The police also involved to facilitate our safety from the
unexpected attack.

After that incident, Mr. Dissanayake was so disappointed about
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the behaviour of the Annite’s fans, decided to ban the big match for ever.
He did not like to ever see this kind of incident in future. However, after
fifteen long years, the big match was restarted after agreement between
two schools under Mr. Dissanayake’s watchful eyes. Captaining the
college Ist XI team was a great honour for me and the team photo taken
with the principal Mr. Dissanayake was a cherished memory of mine. It
was a golden era of our college under his leadership and the culture he
bestowed upon our college is his legacy. His name is permanently
etched in the history of our college for all the good reasons. I wish him
attain supreme bliss of nirvana!

I left the school in 1966. After leaving the school I invested my
time managing Goonaratne family properties. In 1977 [ was appointed
general manager of Land Reform Commission Estate Management
Services Kurunegala. In 1984 I joined the JEDB as a estate
superintendent until I retired in 1990. During 1980-84 I was an elected
councillor to the Municipality of Kurunegala and in 2001 I was
appointed a Justice of Peace for the whole Island. I have migrated to
Australia with my wife and living in the care of my only sone Jaliya and
his family. Jaliya is also an Old Devan and entered the school in 1978
when Mr. Dissanayake was still the principal. Jaliya, recipient of the
college Gold medal for the best all round student and a recipient of the
college athletics colours. He excelled in studies and achieved four As in
GCE(A/L) mathematics stream.

8.8.8e020w 101 92 S50 & w@0® edama.

©



e,

28 8w Bed
e @m0 el
can BBesws
RSO aro.

OEe, R

2¢0s3, 8o RE
B8 @a.

8860 meed

208 Oben “derl’ emsBe
Bes e

“Oeed’ ®RIGBBI ©I

2@ »Bewe®sy 3108

BewE 80086 a8es’
®® Eod

ez B3

0 8w o9 3

@O e,

&0 8 wmd B &
Bewedd 8m5350
Qe ©OD DO
0o Bwo ¢53
Ce30e300®23 @E.

e8 0 mOenwd
@® OesenE »E
CBDo®

o5’ O® E.

28Bes wy B0y Qomdems O
.00, ScHEm

B3 e1e989® 030,
©10Y®¢

D2 @E 9de3
Q)

QBEDRES @l
o598

©Becd ©0 npe Qasd
2 e ©Cecd ®os
E0558 B,

@01 BweaS
O

R @¢n

®we 86 dBewns’

DD
QRO
B®e®rs go.

- O3, @l SeBe® -

03 &S ¢g Coos

@ demegrsd BB ¢Sreds
2 dxeds’

e® € evmsies’

e et DS

OHEeES.

8.8.8e020w 101 92 S50 & w@0® edama.

©



DEINDBE QHIESHO
1965-1974

8.8.8c0on6w Tewessd O SEC
O™E)...

1965 & ® ®EBe¢dEO gD d» JO ¢, 1974 &
0eRs 8o DO ¢ g IEHESS ®o
0.8.8e006m QOBrIensic. i@ Bedn @ iE 9@
B0, @o@ims godfenn) @R 000 ©3@8wd ¢® ciwmiownss
G &, BB@mwn e BICE 0w @nddE, e®® 1yBecd 3 ®0®
22ed00d 3¢ O @E0Ls WO @R WE 310Y® E®ICDGS.

90 camedd 91883 Da3BwBs3 eces, "'5S, Plan B" 18 8ed®ws
DEOIDO D LBoWE WCIOCE, JO ¢am PHIWO ©@Bd EINE BILBE
893 e, Cwiznnm BepwEses n®1 008 gs cosierst ¢ e®®
2oEBBS ©0ed8 8800 e’ BoBS. dms, 868¢we,
BEede, @0 gem® i€ Burzmom® g pE @8 MRS O
0883 @®d 00 @0 oo KO Yebames @B exned. gddicws
B B On@ied gicban pEB. m60 BHeBIBed, Bressimo
B o530 @08 3D’ ¢wo uweE Bug® 853 wy QoS
298 e BN OUFY ader 53O BB et ¢cos
@30 e, DI DICRE YOOI 051y ODE, ENITSI®
SRT Y DICHD D) DB »BSDES a1 HDewss Gwo weam 5SS

Plan B’eseo e5(201EC 51183078 99@0 esmpdes.
OB O 0 ennis B@ens @@ s’ IS,

5 @RIED @)t) B8 Heso 389253 018 B8O esenwod Scs
DD @R GBS BHBIO ZLoen¥stesdan 1O g @l gl RIRIDO IR
Oonede. ©5:® Duim® eud ynedd® OEE, »we8ed B0z »iidws
21880e®nis wiyn @0 5S Plan B’ 88ac¢d ¢ eudydidn i@ &s.
BEeDE’ 5 @EVO 5(Ben ¢gs’ ®TBes3 WYL 8 SIS O
DEO vl 8353 OB wYE BB3L BERAT SER deRIVGS &
. 0D EBHBI ¢wr O ¢udden B® LT ¢ DD
©B1CH® du. ® wsers’ Bgosizn o @@® 5S Plan B’ wsewm
20300 0 ©@252008. S FO ey DLBOWE HBI® YLEBIFEDH
a3 O D183 3OS & DO & De31edE BEIREB LS @900 @I
DICES E B30 WOGD Doeed O gl @R ednm ®0 §
20206 O Y ¢@mn e o8& Cids mwwmeied Seds
BR300 RIFY PO @IS ©e00gon DRSS 1030 Y.

8.8.8e0200m 101 02 SO & @1@5(® ecama. @



o3 B D VARG G RE OB ¢I¢E e®D53 ¢RBD®
O @t yewlbm s § 9D Bews’ woned O® e OBwecd QO
©0-8w 80153 00 g @ve O18 @0 88 »o®S.

AsokaPathirana
1966-1972
Ex General Manager of Blue Seas Hotel

My Experience With DBD

It's not a coincidence that we meet great educationists
in our lives without knowing who they are. I was
indeed very fortunate to have known this man of the century when I was
at St. Anne's College and going to the grounds at Maliyadeva to watch
the cricket matches. I was cheering the opposite site louder when I gota
soft pat on my shoulder to see it was D.B. Dissanayake who was the then
deputy principal of Maliyadeva. In his soft melodious voice he asked
me to turn my volume down. Maybe he had a reason for that. That really
frightened me as a young boy..

Years flew very quickly and I was shuttling schools, St. Anne's to
Ananda and finally ended up where I realised I belonged to Maliyadeva
it was. Principal was none other than DB Dissanayake. When I was
taken to his office it was a lecture about discipline and nothing else.
Nandana Wedande was with me who came from Dharmaraja. The
legacy of the famous man began here. I realised by the high standards
the school maintained was due to him. He had the crust of teachers in the
staff beginning with late major RB Dassanayake who taught English
and was the prefect of games and the cricket coach.

"DB" as he was affectionately known amongst peers in the circle,
has already done a great deed for the school when I joined. I had the
interest of participating in all the sports being offered to the students as
an extra- curricular activity. Cricket was my forte and later got myself
involved in other sports.

DB Dissanyake had the distinction of walking the corridors of
the school and that gave a fright to most of us. His presence standing in
the front of the school's Madawala hall to greet the late comers was
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indeed a daily occurence. He punished those who had no valid excuse
and noted the regular late comers . The assembly we had in the
mornings was a noteworthy thing we remember even now. He was strict
with the students as well as with the teachers. When he walked to the to
the primary section , the chirpy noises of the little ones stood silent. You
could hear a pin drop.

During cricket matches he invited the old devan veterans to the
main pavilion and treated them with tea and snacks provided by the
cooks in the hostel. Most notable incident I confronted was when I had
already had 6 scalps against Vidyartha he came to dressing room and
asked me to get a haircut or I would not be participating in the rest of the
game. like a lame duck took my bicycle and made a beeline to the barber
saloon , got my hair cut and returned to participate in the rest of the
game.

The most notable of all was the sacking of 7 players from the
senior cricket team in 1967 on disciplinary grounds. He was not scared
of doing that. Some never played as they were sacked from the school.
Only 2 players were reinstated. He was hungry for more adventures
when he introduced rugby to Maliyadeva in 1971 with BVA
Jayawardena , a former air force second rower as coach. He was an
instructor attached to the technical college. Having the knowledge of
the game, Jayawardena choose me as the first ever captain of
Maliyadeva's rugby team. DB Dissanyake knew he was not flogging a
dead horse by introducing the game which has todate produced players
of the highest standards. Nishantha dias was the notable player who
went on to lead the Sri Lanka rugby team. In the year 1972 I had the
honour of captaining the school's cricket team. The great man himself
supported all the sports in his own fashion.

The sports meet was a colourful event in the sports calendar and
the students and teachers were interestingly got involved with it.
Cricketers we were given with the visiting teams to a grand lunch before
the game prepared by the hostel cooks..

His era was unforgettable when due to political reasons as a
vengeance he was transferred to Nugawela central. He returned in to his
almamterin 1971 and led the administration until his retirement.
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This year we commemorate his 100th birth as a master of the
school's administration with so much admiration and wish a man of his
calibre would come back to the school as the head .

We fondly remember his late wife and children, Dr.Kashyapa ,
Savithri , Mandri and the rest of his family. May he attain the supreme
bliss ofnirvana..
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Mahinda Medagoda
Hon: Patron of OBA, Maliyadeva

Mr. D.B. Dissanayake passed away on June 13 1997.
As a student of Maliyadeva college, Kurunegala
during his leadership I remember him with great
respect and a deep sense of gratitude. When I joined
Maliyadeva in 1963, he was the principal of this
educational establishment of great renown in the North Western
province. Mr. Dissanayake spent most of his time and life as a student,
teacher and principal of his leading Buddhist Boys' School.

Mr. Dissanayake was born on December 13, 1923 at Pilessa a
beautiful small village situated four miles away from the Kurunegala
town. Educated at Maliyadeva he entered the University of Ceylon
Colombo and obtained an honours degree in History. At a time when his
friends and colleagues preferred to join the civil service and the
university academic staff for better prospects in life Mr. Dissanayake
preferred to become a member of the noble proffession of teaching with
the paramount desire to serve his alma mater. And with this purpose in
mind he joined the Maliyadeva staff rejecting the offers made by
Ananda and Royal College in Colombo.

Mr. Dissanayake joined as Vice Principal of Maliyadeva College
in 1949 and he served under the leadership of Mr. D.B.
Thevarapperuma and Col. E.A. Perisinghe. It was during this time that
he had ample opportunity to acquire experience and maturity. After Col.
Perusinghe's transfer to Dharmaraja College, Kandy in 1962, Mr.
Dissanayake was appointed principal of Maliyadeva which enjoyed the
privilege of his leadership (exept for a short period of three years) , Until
his retirement in 1979. During this period he turned down many a
request to take up the reins as principal in other leading school in the
country.

As ateacher he rendered invaluable service to the students at his
best and got involved in many extra-curricular activities of the school.
After becoming the principal, he took a keen interest to develop the
school in every field. It was during his period that Maliyadeva produced
many educated students who now occupy very senior positions. both in
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public and private sectors of the country. The school cricket team during
his time was one of the best teams in the island. Junior and senior cadet
teams won Herman Loose Awards during his period. Some of the
students who were the members of this cadet platoon are at present very
senior officers in the Sri Lanka Army and the police Department. It was
during his time that the game of rugger was introduced to the school and
now the rugger team has gained division A status.

Much development took place in the school under his leadership
and many new buildings came up to cope with the gradual increase of
the student population. He was particularly keen to obtain the services
ofthe best teachers.

No one will disagree with me, I beleive, if I say that
Dissanayake's period was the golden epoch in the history of
Maliyadeva. Discipline in the school was maintained at the highest
level. He never hesitated to punish the wrongdoers at the correct time.
He used to observe every student of the school to see whether they were
properly dressed in the school uniform and had their hair cut neat. If the
students had not done so, to his satisfaction, he warned them then and
there to do so before coming to the school the next day. He was liked by
students, teaching staff and the old boys alike and they extended their
fullest cooperation to enable him turn the school smoothly.

Mr. Dissanayake had a well balanced organizing ability. Any
event or occasion in the school he wanted to do it in a well organized and
colourful way. The annual prize-giving and the sports meet were the
best examples to prove his capabilities of organization. These two
occasions were the most colourful and best organised ones we have
seen during our school days. Regarding any event or occasion it was his
practice to make a check list and go through the same many a time prior
to the final day and he would have had at least two or three rehearsals
before conducting the event.

As a student, the warden, vice principal and principal, Mr.
Dissanayake's association and involvement with Maliyadeva spanned
over 50 years. During this period his life was Maliyadeva and at the time
of retirement he did not even have a house of his own to shelter his
family. This shows how this gentleman dedicated his life to his alma
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mater.

It was during his tenure of service that Maliyadeva became a
leading school in the island. His outstanding personality and dedicated
service immensely contributed to improve the image of the school.
Even after retirement Mr. Dissanayake took a keen interest to see what
was happening in the school. As old boys, we used to visit him at his
residence and listen to his valuable advice and guiding instructions. His
death caused an immeasurable loss not only to Maliyadeva College, but
also to the old boys of the school as well.

May he attain the supreme bliss of nibbana.
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Major General V. R. Silva (Retd)
RSP .VSV USP. ndc 19

Mr. D.B. Dissanayake having studied at Maliyadeva
College to become Principal on two occasions from
1961-67 and 1971 till retirement from Government
service was a truly remarkable achievement. His
vision for our school and impact on our lives as
students and thereafter can never be forgotten.

Greatest administrator and strict disciplinarian who set an
example inspired us to do our best as students in studies and extra
curricular activities as well. Thank you Sir, for being such a great
exceptional leader for
managing school and students distinctively.

Besides studies and extra curricular activities, continuous steps
were taken to improve infrastructure facilities and surrounding area and
the college, became the Icon of Wayamba Province second to none. On
his return from Vidyartha College Kandy as Principal in 1971 resolute
steps were initiated to introduce Rugby Football, Hockey and Boxing in
the College during second term of academic year 1971 itself.

In mid 1960s it was a well known incident where Principal had
received a complaint from the first Principal of Richmond College -
Galle under the state management concerning misbehavior of our
College cricketers off the field. On return of the Cricket Team from
Galle, with no hesitation unforgiving disciplinary action has been taken
against many odds. Six players had to discontinue, “Marching Orders”
issued. Darker era of the college cricket.

Unforgetful incident of mine was back in mid 1960s, few of my
friends along with son of Principal were produced before the Principal
in his office by the then head master as a result of a complaint made by
the then Principal of St Anne’s College Brother Edvin for a mischievous
act committed by my friends and me.We were caned by the Head
Master in the Principal’s Office. We were so afraid to go before the
Principal as Primary Section students, no questions were asked.

When I made a courtesy call many years later in his retired life,
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still proudly explaining of the standard that was maintained at
Maliyadeva College. His life was Maliyadeva College and guided
students to become Honorable Citizens. Thank You Sir for guidance
given and those will live with us for ever.

Major General (Retd) Sunil Tennakoon.
RSP .VSV USP. ndc¢

It is indeed a great honor to pen my thoughts about a
1| person whom I consider as an excellent administrator
and a true gentleman. Hon. D.B.Dissanayaka, a
visionary and a leader I saw in Maliyadeva College
during a transformational era. The person who guided
our alma mater to reach greater heights with his unwavering
commitment and conviction. He had a clear vision of how he wanted the
future of this esteemed educational institute. He took concrete steps to
achieve his vision by providing leadership to his equally committed
teaching faculty, the nonacademic staff and the students by showing
how Maliyadeva College should be seen in the future. He faced many
challenges and sacrificed his time and energy to make present
circumstances for the future and focused on his goal of developing
Maliyadeva College to be the best out of the best schools in Sri Lanka.

His ability to empower and foster changes at a steady pace was
impeccable in the years that followed. It was his timely and right
decision making which prompted the college to constantly refine and
improve. He was able to inspire, encourage and equip his highly
dedicated staff to place our alma mater in the center of the few most
prestigious educational institutes in Sri Lanka. He displayed his vision
in away that everyone understood the direction he was heading for. This
great academic saw things differently and was able to communicate
what he saw and implement worthy changes making the Devans
community happy and proud. As a person who always looked for
perfection in every way, he helped to paint a picture of prosperity in the
school environment. He only looked at what he could contribute rather
than what he can take

As a hosteler I still recall my memory of watching Mr
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Dissanayake walking to the school along the pathway bordering the
Negombo on the edge of our old playground road clad in a white kit. His
first stop was at the porch of the main building where his presence had
an influence on every teacher and every student who came through the
gate. His presence in the pavilion of our old ground during cricket
matches was a source of inspiration for all our cricketers and their
parents. He ensured that all parents of cricketers who came to see their
children playing, were given a comfortable seat.

Be it academics, sports, discipline or developing children with
rich values and ethics, his contributions had remained in the hearts and
minds of many Old Devans over a few decades. The leadership qualities
displayed by this great personality created excitement, positive
momentum and longevity to Maliyadeva College to stand as a leading
educational institute not only in our province but in this island nation.

Much can be written about this grate personality. Suffice to say
that he is the principal who taught us respect, discipline and molded us
to be worthy citizens.

My tribute to this great visionary.
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Ex Army Commander General

Daya Rathnayake

Mr. D. B. Dissanayaka: An Exemplary
Visionary Leader

Mr. D. B. Dissanayaka, Principal of Maliyadeva
College from the 1970s to the early 1980s, stands as a
towering figure in Sri Lanka's education system. Revered as one of the
finest principals of his era, he epitomized visionary leadership,
fostering holistic student development while upholding the highest
standards of academic excellence. His unwavering commitment to
instilling discipline, values, and intellectual curiosity among students
created a school culture that inspired countless individuals. Such was
his impact that the name D. B. Dissanayaka is inseparably linked with
Maliyadeva College, and when Maliyadeva is mentioned, his name
instantly comes to mind. Leading by example, he nurtured young
personalities into well-rounded, responsible citizens, leaving a legacy
that continues to illuminate Maliyadeva College’s enduring reputation.

. Hildon Hamangoda.
|| B.A.(Hon) Sp.
Director - International Affairs Retd.
Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industy
of Sri Lanka

Architect Of The Golden Era Of Maliyadeva

Unarguably, Mr.D.B. Dissanayaka was the back born and the
kingpin of the Golden Era of Maliyadeva College, Kurunegala. (MCK)

His involvements originated in all sorts of contributions namely,
a brilliant Student, one among few who was fortunate to enter the
University, a rare opportunity very few were privileged in the early
period of MCK. Going further, his contribution bestowed as a Teacher
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plus Deputy Principal, culminating as the most eminent Principal in the
College history.

His dedicated contribution towards the progress of the evolution
of Maliyadeva, spread into many echelons, namely (a) the remarkable
upliftment in Education, (b) Sports & Extra Curricular Activities, (c)
Infra structure improvement, and (d) Discipline, the latter being not
only of the Students, but also engulfed the members of Staff as well as
the Co-workers. Progressing further, the remarkable improvement in
Sports and Extra Curricular Activities were brilliant.

His untiring efforts coupled with shear dedication with visionary
foresight, paved the way to young Devans to shine in many arenas such
as Cricket, Wrestling, Athletics, Cadeting, Music etc. culminating at
national level among schools, of course retaining the Education at the
pinnacle.

Mr.Dissanayaka used to shine as a strict disciplinarian and an
impartial administrator. He never hesitated to call a spade a spade. For
him, discipline was above all. He used to preach against winning by
"hook or crook". And instead he admired losing a game retaining and
maintaining good discipline is better. There were many occasions that
he adhered into this philosophy by administering drastic disciplinary
action, irrespective of the caliber of the Champions of the culprits.

He was privileged to be the only Principal to serve in two
occasions at Maliyadeva. In mid 1966 he was transferred to Nugawela
Central College and later on to Vidyartha College due to reasons
beyond his control. But subsequently, he was back at Maliyadeva and
continued many a gigantic tasks for the development of the College. He
introduced Hockey and Rugger to Devans in his second spell as
Principal.

In early Nineteen Sixties (1960's) he introduced and implemented the
College Uniform that stand to date.

The services rendered by Mr. D.B.Dissanayaka will remain and
remembered as the Golden Era of Maliyadeva College forever.
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Scsio DB

(1976-1994) Administrative Officer _ Inland
Revenue Dept.

(1994-2002) Senior Assistant Secretary.
Public Administration/Plantations Ministry.
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GihanDe Silva

(1973-1985)- Executive committee member of
Maliyadewa College OBA 2006, 2007 and 2008.
Senior Engineer (retired) - John Keels Holdings

On this solemn occasion, marking the 101st
anniversary of our principal Mr. D.B. Disanayaka’s
birth, we honor his unwavering dedication and
leadership that transformed Maliyadewa School to today’s standard. As
a strict disciplinarian, he instilled in us core values of responsibility,
respect, and integrity, which laid a strong foundation for our future
success. Under his visionary leadership, our school flourished,
excelling in both academic and extracurricular activities, and earning a
place of pride in the community.

Personally, I was admitted to Grade 1 in 1973 and had the
privilege of being part of Mr. Disanayaka's legacy until his retirement.
One particular incident stands out in my memory, though. One
morning, [ arrived late at school, so I had to explain my lateness to him.
Trembling with fear, I expected punishment, but to my surprise, he
recognized my vulnerability. With gentle authority, he advised me not
to repeat the mistake and allowed me to run to class. That moment
captured his leadership—firm yet compassionate, always
understanding the individual needs of each student.

As we reflect on his legacy, let us remember that true leadership
blends strength with empathy, discipline with kindness. Mr.
Dissanayaka’s standard continues to inspire us to strive for excellence
inall aspects of our lives.
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Under 19 Cricket Team - 1963
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Cricket Team - 1963
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Central Group Athletics Team - 1963
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First X1 Cricket Team - 1964
o
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Senior Athletic Team - 1962
Cental Group Champion

Farewell Photography - 1966
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Junior and Senior Scouts - (1965 - 1962)
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College Soccer Team - 1963

Junior Soccer Team - 1962
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First 1X Cricket Team - 1967
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Senior Cadets - 1967
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Prize Giving - 1967
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